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Abstract:

This study investigates the role of the morphological structure of verbs
in shaping contextual meaning in Kitab al-Adab of Sahih al-Bukhari, with
particular emphasis on defective verbs, augmented verb patterns, and
morphological alteration (i‘lal). The study adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach to examine the relationship between morphological forms and their
semantic and contextual functions in Hadith. It argues that Arabic
morphological structures are not merely formal grammatical patterns but
effective linguistic devices that contribute to the construction of meaning and
the realization of rhetorical and educational purposes. The findings reveal that
defective verbs (assimilated, hollow, and defective) possess distinctive
phonological and structural characteristics that enhance contextual meaning.
The extension or contraction of vowel sounds, together with morphological
changes such as deletion, vowel transfer, and substitution, reflects nuances of
continuity, immediacy, firmness, and emotional expression. Likewise,
augmented verb forms demonstrate systematic semantic functions, including
transitivity, intensity, reciprocity, gradual acquisition of moral qualities, and
request, all of which reinforce the ethical and pedagogical objectives of the
Prophetic traditions in Kitab al-Adab. The study further concludes that
morphological alteration (i‘1al) is not merely a phonological process for easing
pronunciation but also a significant semantic mechanism that directs contextual
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interpretation. Deletion conveys promptness and decisiveness, vowel transfer
suggests continuity and permanence, while substitution contributes to fluency
and rhetorical effectiveness. Overall, the research confirms that the interaction
between morphological structure and context constitutes a fundamental
component in interpreting the meanings of the Hadith, highlighting the close
relationship between linguistic form and communicative purpose in Arabic.
Keywords:  Morphology, Contextual Meaning, Defective Verbs,
Morphological Alteration (I°1al); Sahth al-Bukhar.
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